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ABOUT THE 
CONTENTS OF 
THIS BOOK
Dr. Alexis Papazian
Editor, Member of LHF

These brief lines are dedicated to you, the rea-
der . We want to convey to you what you already 
know: without you, our work is meaningless. 

Having said that, this book is an object of high-qua-
lity, both in its design and in its content . It is a sample of 
the ambitious work of the LHF .  It is a plurality of voices 
and writing . It is a synthesis of ten years of life . However, 
if it is not read, this book is nothing . 

Far from being the most important piece in the 
book, I seek to acquaint the reader with what lies in the 
pages that follow.

A sort of double-editorial of our foundation’s presi-
dents, the first and last articles are written by Coco and 
Frederico, respectively . 

What follows are works referring to, what we consi-
der to be, the greatest achievement of the Foundation: 
the Trial for the Right to the Truth of the Armenian Geno-
cide; articles about the successes of the Education Pro-
gram, as well as prospects for its future expansion; and 
a heartfelt piece about the Margarita Margosian Award .

You hold in your hands the reasons for which we 
are a part of this foundation and a resource to learn 
about the academic work of its origins . 

Furthermore, we recommend that you take a peek 
behind the scenes to understand the origins of our 
theatrical work “Un Mismo Árbol Verde” . 

The brief, yet, powerful reflections of those that par-
ticipated in the assembly of the Documentation Center of 
the Foundation allow us to think about a secure future . 

Of course, our “older siblings” of the Zoryan Insti-
tute, who have helped us so much in our professional 
and human development, have contributed to the con-
tent of this book as well .

Between articles, you will also observe the presen-
ce of those that support us through advertisements, 
references, or in the respectful silence of anonymity . 
We thank them for their support . The girls who contac-
ted our advertisers deserve a mention, as they worked 
constantly and professionally, bringing joy and vitality 
to the LHF day to day . 

In conclusion, this book aims to provide you with 
many different works .

We hope you enjoy and share this work . 
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We have had a successful ten 
years with respect to the 
Foundation’s goals: the cri-

tical continuation of longstanding 
tasks undertaken in a new natio-
nal and international context in the 
quest for Justice and Truth . 

Human rights, universally con-
ceived, and the historical legacy 
of our ancestors, victims of the ge-
nocide, were carried out within this 
framework .  

We initiated new projects: in 
the cultural field, the play, Un Mis-
mo Árbol Verde, was abundantly 
broadcasted in different regions of 
our country; in education, extensive 
work based on the universal values 
of human rights, with the partici-
pation of dozens of specialists in 
the material for different levels and 
teaching concepts that still conti-
nue to grow . 

Of course, the initial work of 
this foundation was concentrated 

on the judicial cause: the search for 
Truth and Justice for the Armenian 
Genocide . 

None of this would have been 
possible in other moments of our 
country’s history . After having suffe-
red through the crimes of a civic-mili-
tary dictatorship between 1976-1983, 
new theoretical and practical forces 
were generated, which made pos-
sible the presence of human rights 
organizations . These organizations 
possessed the same goals as the Ar-
menian people . 

The contributions of the friends 
of the Foundation should also be no-
ted, which, committed to their ob-
jectives, allowed us to develop the 
specific tasks of our institution . No-
thing would be possible, hereafter, 
without them, as we are aware of 
the necessity of the pursuance of hu-
manistic values and work, which are 
nothing else than the unrestricted 
defense of life and peace . 

Editorial Note

TENTH 
ANNIVERSARY

Gregorio Hairabedian
Founder of the LHF
Honorary President
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PATHS
CROSS FOR 
A REASON

K. M. Greg Sarkissian
Presidente del Instituto Zoryan
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It was by chance that I met Gregorio Hairabedian, 
“Koko,” and his grandson, Federico Hairabedian Gai-
tan, at the airport in Yerevan some 11 years ago . The-

re is an expression in English that people do not meet 
each other by accident – their paths cross for a rea-
son . In the case of the Zoryan Institute and the Luisa 
Hairabedian Foundation (LHF), this reason was to join 
together to promote the cause of human rights aware-
ness and prevention of genocide . 

Annually, the Institute hosts a Genocide and Hu-
man Rights University Program in Toronto, in part-
nership with the University of Toronto . International 
students come together to learn about case studies of 
genocide, prevention, international law and other to-
pics related to the complexity of gross human rights 

violations . It was a pleasure to have Federico partici-
pate in our program and share his experiences with 
fellow students, as well as the Zoryan team . It was 
clear that he and some 15 other students following 
his foot steps since then are all dedicated to the pro-
tection of human rights and eager to take action in 
the field . 

Federico’s contributions during the course served 
to strengthen the relationship between our two orga-
nizations . Over the years the Zoryan Institute has de-
veloped a fruitful working relationship with the LHF 
and has partnered on many activities . 

A particularly inspiring event initiated by “Koko” 
and the LHF was the declaration by Argentine Fe-
deral Judge Norberto Oyarbide that Ottoman Turks 
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committed genocide against the Armenian people in 
1915 . It was a momentous occasion to have the Ar-
menian Genocide being acknowledged, and its per-
petrators condemned, under the law . Although many 
continue to deny the events of 1915, it is initiatives such 
as this that serve to educate the public, begin a dia-
logue, and create the possibility of reconciliation . For 
this, and other significant projects, the Zoryan Institu-
te acknowledges how critical the Foundation’s work is . 

We are celebrating not just a milestone, but a cul-
ture of intellectual commitment and dedication . Hono-
ring the past is the easy part thanks to the relentless 
efforts of Koko and the excellent work of Federico, the 
LHF Staff and the volunteers . 

Preserving the sustainability and serving the futu-
re remain the main challenges . As Mother Teresa once 
said, “I alone cannot change the world, but I can cast 
stones across waters to create ripples .” For LHF to 
create ripples it takes time, the efforts of specialists, 
staff and volunteers, in addition to great financial re-
sources, as the needs are profound and the efforts are 
expensive . 

On this 10th anniversary of the launch of the Luisa 
Hairabedian Foundation, the Zoryan Institute’s Chair-
man, Roger W . Smith, its Executive Director, George 
Shirinian, and ZI Representative, Diran Avedian, join me 
in expressing our sincere wishes for a future full of ac-
complishments and continued successes .



ADHESIÓN

UNIÓN GENERAL ARMENIA DE BENEFICENCIA
secretaria@ugab.org.ar | www.ugab.org.ar |     /UGAB.org.ar  | 4773.2820
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TRANSITIONAL 
JUSTICE, 
UNIVERSAL 
JURISDICTION 
AND GENOCIDE

Within the framework of its progressive develo-
pment, International Human Rights Law pre-
sents doctrinal and normative evolutions of 

importance for the effective protection of all peoples 
against the most grave violations of their rights and in-
terests . Among the utmost important innovations of 
the last years, it is worthy to note two institutions that 

significantly alter the horizon of protection and contri-
bute to the real effectiveness of rights and freedoms . 
We are referring to universal jurisdiction and transi-
tional justice . In both cases, the emerging norms are, 
before all else, products of social and political proces-
ses driven by the creativity and capacity of the fight 
of civil society organizations that comprise the human 
rights movement; only later and inspired by these stru-
ggles, the judicial bodies of international protection 
and comparative law have given effect to its principles 
through interpretations of pre-existing norms in mul-
tilateral treaties . In this way, binding rules have been 

Dr. Juan E. Méndez1

Professor of Human Rights Law at American University Washington College of Law
Special Rapporteur to the United Nations

1 . Resident Professor of Human Rights, Washington College of Law, 
American University; United Nations special rapporteur on torture and 
other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment . Former 
Special Adviser to the Secretary General of the United Nations for the 
Prevention of Genocide (2004-2007) .
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established in international laws with respect to what 
States owe to the victims of mass and systematic viola-
tions of fundamental rights emanating from the intrin-
sic dignity of all humans .

Nowhere in the world is this dialectic relations-
hip between the fight against impunity and the con-
secration of emerging universal norms more apparent 
and clear than in post-military dictatorship, democra-
tic Argentina . The process initiated by the National 
Commission of the Disappearance of Persons and the 
trial of the Commanders in the 80 ś, continued with 
the Truth Trials of the 90 ś and with exemplary re-
parations to the victims, and that culminated in our 
days with the trials of all those responsible for crimes 
against humanity, is a source of inspiration and emula-
tion that encourages similar processes in many coun-
tries . But at the same time, these argentine processes 
are nourished and reinforced by the precedents in 
international law that  began with the failure of the 
International Court of Human Rights with Velásquex 
Rodriguez v. Honduras (1988) and which are already a 
constant and peaceful jurisprudence of all the organs 
of treaties and other sources of international law, both 
universal and regional . 

Those emerging values establish that, in the pre-
sence of mass or systematic violations- which are the 
same- before the open wound that international cri-
mes like torture, extrajudicial executions, and disa-
ppearances leave in the social fabric, States have the 
affirmative obligation to take concrete measures to 
carry out Justice, to establish and spread the Truth, 
to offer reparations to the victims and to make deep 
Institutional Reform in order to avoid the repetition of 
such crimes . The foundation of this doctrine of Tran-
sitional Justice is multiple . First, international crimes 
that are committed as part of a general or systematic 
attack against the civil population, as the conditions 
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of this attack, are crimes against humanity, a spe-
cial category of human rights violations that began 
with the Nuremburg Trials against those responsible 
for the atrocities of nazism . Crimes against humanity 
have the specific legal effect of requiring investiga-
tion, prosecution, and punishment of those responsi-
ble . Additionally, the rights violated by these crimes 
(to the life, to the physical and moral integrity of the 
human person) are inderogable in the sense that they 
can not be suspended in any circumstance; to not ju-
dge them would constitute an abolition ex post facto 
that international law does not permit . Finally, inter-
national human right law obliges states to offer effec-
tive resources to the victims, such resources depend 
on the nature of the right that is violated . In the case 
of these crimes, the effective resource is the right to 
justice, and therefore cannot exclude the right of the 
victim or their relatives to penal action against the 
perpetrators . 

The obligations of Justice, Truth, Reparations, 
and Institutional Reform must be fulfilled in good fai-
th and to the maximum capacity of each State, while 
always respecting the fundamental rules of due pro-
cess and fair trial . There is no room for excuses like 
the statute of limitations, nor amnesties or pardons 
(or whatever name is given to them), nor considera-
tions related to the imperatives of peace and recon-
ciliation . That is why in some countries processes of 
this type have been opened for ancestral violations 
and violations that go back in time, but that still leave 
traces in society for not having been properly settled 
or for representing an injustice still suffered my mem-
bers of certain communities . It is because of that that 
the demand for truth and justice has not has not extin-
guished after more than one hundred years since the 
armenian genocide, thus denying the cynical asser-
tion attributed to Hitler about who still remembers it . 

Similarly, the principle of universal jurisdiction is 
amply recognized in international law as one of the 
basis that allows States to exercise adjudication and 
compliance functions even when the facts have been 
produced outside their territory, by agents that are 
not nationals of the forum State, against victims that 
are also foreign . The obligation to judge or extradi-
te the alleged perpetrators (aut de dere aut judicare) 
originates from the 18th century against pirates, but 
is affirmed in the Genocide Convention (1948), in the 
Convention against Torture (1984), and in the Con-
vention against Forced Disappearances (2006) . With 
the detention of Augusto Pinochet in London in 1998, 
the possibility to judge crimes of the state anywhere 
in the world acquired dimensions of real possibility in 
the fight against impunity . The effects of the opera-
tions against Pinochet and against the Argentine mi-
litary in Spain, which gave rise to their detention with 
views to extradition, decisively drove the trials in Ame-
rica’s Southern Cone . In the next days will be known 
the failure of another historical process of universal ju-
risdiction carried out in Senegal against the dictator 
of Chad, Hissene Habre, after the International Court 
of Justice established that Senegal must judge him or 
extradite him to Belgium .

But universal jurisdiction is not necessarily limited 
to penal processes, that require the presence of the ac-
cused person in the forum, a circumstance that makes 
its concretion difficult except in isolated cases . Also, 
under the principles of universal jurisdiction processes 
of civil lawsuits for damages and damages against tho-
se responsible for the atrocities, as in the line of Nor-
th American justice inaugurated in 1980 with the case 
Filartiga v. Peña Irala (even if its possibilities are seve-
rely limited by the rulings of the US Supreme Court in 
the verdicts of Sosa v Álvarez Machain y Koibel v. Ro-
yal Dutch Shell) . Therefore, the precedent initiated in 
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Argentina by the Luisa Hairabedian Foundation to re-
produce, with respect to the genocide of the Armenian 
people, the competence of the Argentine Courts to re-
ceive evidence and produce “Truth Trials” as done in va-
rious federal courts of the country from the Supreme 
Court in the ruling Urteagay as a result of the revelations 
of the repressor Scilingo in the 90s . In this way, argenti-
ne civil society once again manifested itself as a pioneer 
in the fight against impunity and for the vindication of 
the rights of victims and their descendants to know and 
spread the truth about one of the most tragic events of 
recent human history .



www.ak i ang r a fica .com
Clay 2992  •  Ciudad de Buenos Aires •  Tel. (54 11) 4773-6245
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A DECADE OF 
PROMOTION AND 

EDUCATION OF 
HUMAN RIGHTS 

AND HUMAN 
DIGNITY

Joyce Apsel, Ph.D., J.D.,
New York University

President, Institute for the Study of Genocide
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Teaching about  human rights and human wrongs 
are inextricably linked .  And, education, from the 
Latin educare, to lead out, bespeaks the possibi-

lity of education as an interactive process of engage-
ment where meaningful learning is a dynamic process .  
And, teachers are challenged  to inform and engage 
audiences  in the classroom as well as public forums 
about “difficult histories” alongside  human capabili-
ties and rights . The dedication of the Luisa Hairabe-
dian Foundation’s staff over the last decade to carry 
out a range of workshops and programs ---educating 
about the Armenian Genocide or the atrocities in Ar-
gentina (1976-83) and their repercussions---is very 
much in keeping with  such a meaningful , dynamic pe-
dagogy and curriculum . 

I have been teaching and writing about issues of 
human rights and genocide over the last decades, and 
seen an enormous growth of interest in these subjects 
including expanding research and sources available for 
teachers both online and in new literature . 

The twentieth century has been described both as 
the age of genocide and atrocity and of human rights . 
Education remains a crucial vehicle to begin to create a 
consciousness of the terrible toll of  violence and targe-
ted destruction often by the state as initiator or accom-
plice . The questions remain: what types of lessons can 
be learned from studying past human destructiveness 
and how can they have an impact on citizens and state 
entities moving forward?  What role can learning about 
past crimes have on shaping individual and collective 
identities?  In countries around the world, the state’s 
role in violent histories is often written out of official 

histories and curriculum from the absence of the Arme-
nian Genocide in Turkish textbooks to the minimizing 
of Japanese crimes in Korea, Manchuria and elsewhere 
during the Asian-Pacific War (1933-45) to the U .S . role 
training and providing a range of support for a series 
of brutal dictators in Latin America .  Hence, part of the 
role of educators is a form of resistance to official dis-
tortion and silence about violent pasts and to introdu-
ce  the complicated factors and range of accomplices 
and perpetrators who took part in violence and targe-
ted destruction . And, as educators, our classroom can 
serve as “sacred space” to uncover and discuss human 
resilience and resistance in the face of terrible harms 
and suffering and the ongoing effects of such violence 
and its denial on societies long after the height of the 
destruction has subsided .  In a number of ways, lear-
ning about human rights and responsibilities can serve 
as a vehicle to help move societies forward toward re-
pair and recovery .

Recovering from violence is a long, complicated 
process . And, facing past violent histories is an essential 
part of the process as well as working toward various 
forms of recognition and justice from legal processes  
to formal apology . The work of the Luisa Hairabedian 
Foundation is in keeping with the tens of thousands of 
individuals and foundations worldwide who are taking 
up such challenges . Through learning about past crimes 
and ongoing rights and responsibilities, such initiatives 
attempt to engage individuals and community with a 
deeper understanding of past and present wrongs and 
the possibilities of working to construct a more just so-
ciety and world .



 | 19FUNDACIÓN
LUISA HAIRABEDIAN

THE VALIDITY 
OF THE 

EDUCATIONAL 
PROGRAM

Facundo Gaitan Hairabedian.
Member of the Foundation
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The Educational Area of the Luisa Hairabedian 
Foundation was created with the intention of de-
veloping distinct educational strategies with high 

school students and teachers by training adults in ma-
terial about human rights and genocide . To fulfill our 
educational mission, we did not only rely on theoretical 
tools of primary level, but also on material of dissemi-
nation and investigation: booklets, bibliographies, and 
other didactic elements . 

The Educational Area was initially directed by 
Greta Kalaidjian and Betty Hairabedian . They began, 
in 2006, to build the Educational Program of the Luisa 
Hairabedian Foundation . The success of this program 
translates to its continuation today (see section THE 
EDUCATIONAL PROGRAM) . 

This Program was constructed from the devel-
opment of different projects that worked with high 
schools in the city of Buenos Aires and in the Buenos 
Aires province . The objective was, and continues to be, 
to raise awareness about the effective compliance with 
human rights through education . 

Over the course of the last ten years, we have 
enjoyed the enormous satisfaction of including new 
schools in the project, now totaling more than ten in-
stitutions: Armenian Arzruní School, Marie Manoogian 
Institute, Educational Institute of San Gregorio the 
Enlightened, Mekhitarists School, Armenian School 
of Vicente López, Classroom XXI, Public School No . 
9 (Fátima, Buenos Aires Province), Paideia School, 
San Gabriel School, and the National School of Bue-
nos Aires . 

The Educational Program consists of a series of 
projects whose objectives are to articulate diverse 
topics within the area of human rights through ar-
tistic and academic productions by the students . In 
these ten years, the program has worked on differ-
ent themes which include, but are not limited to: the 
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Armenian Genocide, the lack of protection in vulnera-
ble sections of society, labor rights, the rights to child-
hood education, and immigration rights . 

The projects encompass three themes:
Transversality: The project encourages interdisci-

plinary work within the institutions in order to address 
the content through different topics (history, civics, an-
thropology, etc .), and in order to yield a holistic and 
multidimensional vision .

Inter-institutionality: The aim is a project in collab-
oration with the different educational institutions in-
volved in the program that will form, as a collective, the 
final assembly of the projects . 

Communication and Information Technologies: 
Considering the present and future high school edu-
cation, the projects provide the incorporation of com-
munication and information technology as a key tool . 
This point is fundamental because of the importance of 
mobile technologies today and their incorporation into 
classrooms in the teaching- learning process .

Year after year, around 300 youth between the 
ages of 15 and 18 participate in different projects of 
the Educational Program . These projects address di-
verse themes related to human rights and are con-
ceived and developed by the students, teachers, and 
directors themselves . If we multiply these numbers by 
ten years of continued work, we have an Educational 
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Program of wide reaching projection, in which more 
than 3000 students have already participated . We are 
very grateful to the directors, teachers, and students 
of the institutions that participate and have participat-
ed in the Program . 

Projection of the Educational Area
Through the work which was carried out in these 

ten years of history, the Educational Area achieved 
success in positioning itself as an authority on the sub-
ject of human rights and the study of genocide, thanks 
to the popularity of the Educational Program and the 
workshops, seminars, and teacher training courses that 
were held . 

In this way, since 2008, the teachers and research-
ers that make up the teams of educators of the Foun-
dation create and/or lead courses for other teachers in 
state training institutes like CePA (Buenos Aires Minis-
try of Education), as well as in the interior of Argentina, 
invited by the distinct community centers in Río Gal-
legos, Córdoba, Tandil, Mar del Plata, Rosario, Santa Fe 
and Reconquista . 

We understand that participation in community 
spaces, accompanied by training sessions, is a funda-
mental tool for fostering and growing the conscious-
ness and exercise of human rights . 

In 2015, to mark the centennial of the Armenian 
Genocide and, in pursuit of intensifying the diffusive 
work about the Armenian Genocide, Alexis Papazian 
and Greta Kalaidjian, led the workshop “Memories of 
the Armenian Genocide,” aimed at high school teach-
ers in the cities of Rosario, Santa Fe, and Reconquista . 
The training sessions took place within the framework 
of the Ministry of Education of Santa Fe’s program, 
“Escuela Hace Memoria” (“School Makes Memory”) . 
Thanks to the Armenian Community of Rosario, more 
than 100 teachers and directors were able to participate 

in the sessions . This led to the formation of communal 
ties as well as the creation of spaces for educational 
reflection and analysis about crimes against humanity 
and violations of human rights through the study of the 
Armenian Genocide . 

With the purpose of promoting the analysis and 
design of pedagogical projects with the institutionś  
own teaching strategies, we hope to expand, through 
teacher training, the appreciation of these values in 
high school students throughout the country . 

Little of what was achieved over these years would 
have been possible without the support, partnerships, 
and collaborations with people and companies, in ad-
dition to different state agencies . On this journey we 
have counted on the support of institutions in the pub-
lic domain at both the national and the local level, from 
the INADI, the Ombudsman’s office of the City of Bue-
nos Aires, the Ministry of Education of the Province of 
Santa Fe, and the Ministry of Education of the City of 
Buenos Aires, to different public and private universi-
ties, as well as committed communities, institutions, 
companies, and individuals from the private sphere . 

Without them, our work would not have the force 
that has allowed us to grow and strengthen ourselves 
as a space of learning and plurality that, today, places 
us as representatives of the education of human rights . 

What has been achieved so far is an honor, but, 
more than anything, it is an incentive that engages us 
in new challenges . The goal for the future consists of: 
being able to broaden the scope of the Educational 
Area of the Foundation which aims to have the capac-
ity to carry the Educational Program to more schools; 
and to continue with the work of the teacher training 
of the Luisa Hairabedian Foundation; and growing and 
expanding the work of the Foundation in pursuit of 
the construction of a world with more Memory, Truth, 
and Justice . 
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HONORING 
FRIENDSHIP

Claudia Piñeiro1

Author

1 .  Claudia Piñeiro is a writer, playwright and screenwriter . He has won numerous national and international awards and has an important work in 
the narrative and theatrical genre .
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Un Mismos Árbol Verde is, more than anything, 
the artistic manifestation of a great friendship . 
When we began with the dream of telling this 

story, Luisa Hairabedian and I had already known each 
other for many years . We were neighbors and we sent 
our children to the same school . I worked at home, wri-
ting novels, stories, TV scripts . Luisa went to her fami-
ly’s office in Buenos Aires, where she practiced law . 
We saw each other over meals, at school events, pa-
rent meetings, birthdays, and vacations . More than 
the everyday meetings, we had our own routine that 
we celebrated alone: in the afternoons we would get 

together and take walks . We talked about ourselves, 
our children, our husbands, and our work . We laughed 
a lot, even if the topics we discussed were occasiona-
lly painful . Luisa’s sense of humor and laugh were con-
tagious . To remember her is to remember that laugh . 
When she and her father, the lawyer and notary, Gre-
gorio Hairabedian, brought a case against the Turki-
sh state for the right to the Truth, the topic occupied 
many of our walks . Luisa’s concern, almost her obses-
sion, was “that the people must be informed, that the 
people must know” . Beyond the success that the trial 
could have, she was conscious that it was not easy to 
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communicate what they were doing, what they wan-
ted to achieve, and what they were achieving with time . 
She believed that she would find different ways of com-
munication so that others could know about what ha-
ppened to the Armenian people and of the necessity 
of demanding “Truth” in court . “Let’s make a movie,” 
Luisa told me one afternoon with that enthusiasm that 
she always radiated . She took me by surprise . Making a 
movie is no easy task, and it requires an abundance of 
resources, commitment, and contacts . Her and I alone 
carrying the responsibility of something as huge as ma-
king a movie? I doubted, but she did not let me doubt . 
“We don’t need to show Mount Ararat, something sim-
pler,” she said and laughed . “Well, ok,” I said, and we 
got carried away with excitement . 

 So, from that day on, the walks were more like 
brainstorming sessions, creative meetings in which she 
told me anecdotes of her Armenian family and I crea-
ted characters, searched for words, invented fictional 
scenes, and thought about storylines that would help 
me tell what Luisa wanted to be told . From a dream 
and her sheer enthusiasm  Un Mismo Árbol Verde 
came to life . First, it was a story; I never finished the 
screenplay . Luisa’s death left everyone devastated and 

the project unfinished . It took some time for us to com-
pose ourselves and return to thinking about what Luisa 
had dreamed of . Her family was the driving force; they 
did not want what Luisa and I had been formulating on 
those afternoons of friendship and walking to remain 
only between us . Through the Luisa Hairabedian Foun-
dation, they asked me to continue with this source of 
joy . Instead of a movie, a play seemed the better op-
tion to work on; it would be easier to execute and per-
haps more fitting to tell this story, which deserves an 
intimate atmosphere for its audience: a chamber thea-
tre and suitable lighting . 

Since its release, the work has continued to satisfy 
me . It was intended to be in production for a short pe-
riod, two or three months each time . However, the su-
pport of the public was so overwhelming that it was in 
production for years and continues to play today . We 
won various awards: for the performances (Martha Bian-
chi played masterfully Anush’s mother), for the direction 
(Manuel Ledvadni read the text as if he had written it 
and did an unforgettable job) and for the dramaturgy . 

More than anything, the play gave me the satis-
faction of honoring a friendship, and that has been the 
best award . 



centroarmenioderosario@gmail .com
www .colectividadarmeniaderosario .org
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UN MISMO 
ÁRBOL VERDE 
AND THE AC-
KNOWLEDGEMENT 
OF HUMAN 
RIGHTS
Por Silvia Kalfaian 
Actriz-Directora

On December 12th, 2015, we presented the play 
“Un Mismo Árbol Verde” at the Kirchner Cultural 
Center (KCC) . This play, written by Claudia Pi-

ñeiro and directed by Marina Fredes, is very important 
in my life . 

Like in other opportunities, on December 12th, I 
had the honor of sharing the stage with Marta Bian-
chi . The place was the Argentine Hall of the KCC and 
the function was during none other than the year 
that commemorates the Centenary of the Armenian 

Genocide . Being a part of this was very important to 
me and the date of the presentation made this night 
unforgettable . 

Being emotional is part of being an artist . That ni-
ght, the emotions flooded me while I was in the dressing 
room remembering the first time I met Betty Hairabe-
dian and heard her proposal to include me in the project 
of staging a play as a fundamental part of the LHF . After 
conferences, meetings, and essays, we released Un Mis-
mo Árbol Verde in 2006 . 
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This play means a lot to me . It is more than a show; 
it transcends me . It is not only the Armenian Genoci-
de, which Claudia Piñeiro portrays so fully, or our sad 
recent history with the disappearance of people under 
the military dictatorship . Rather, it is a sum of feelings 
put into action, where my role, Silvia, the idealistic law-
yer that wants to bring a case against the Turkish state 
in Argentine courts, is that of Luisa, since the play tells 
part of her story and that of her family . 

I met Luisa in twelfth grade at the San Gregorio 
El Iluminador School . I remember that she approached 
me as if brought by a hurricane, with that special tune 
of hers, asking me if I was Silvia Kalfaian and, without 
waiting for the answer, she added, “I am Luisa Hairabe-
dian and they told me that you are the only person that 

I can trust .” I felt very connected with her; we spent af-
ternoons talking and exchanging books . Luisa always 
had brilliant, witty ideas . That was our friendship . After 
high school, each of us took separate paths, she in co-
llege and I in theatre classes . 

It happens, it usually happens, that before I enter 
the stage the image of Luisa appears before me and gi-
ves me strength; it gives me that vital energy to tell her 
story . At the end of the play, the theatre is full of applau-
se . The public stands and cheers for the play . In silence I 
think, (I tell her): of course you can trust me, I will never 
fail you, Luisa. 

Thank you Betty for choosing me as messenger . 
Thank you to those that made Un Mismo Árbol Verde 
possible . Thank you to the LHF . Here’s to ten more years . 
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01
In March 2005 the 
LHF was born.
Gregorio Hairabedian, 
Margarita Margosian, 
with the support of 
their family, create the 
“Luisa Hairabedian 
Foundation” in 
homage to Luisa, who 
had recently passed, 
and her fight .

02
The Truth Trial 
advances.
Constituents and 
collaborators of the 
LHF gather historical 
documents and 
evidence of the 
Armenian Genocide 
from different 
countries around the 
world to present as 
documentary proof in 
the trial .

03
Study and 
investigate. 
We strengthen ties 
with the Zoryan 
Institute and attend 
human rights 
programs at the 
University of Toronto . 
In Buenos Aires, we 
form research groups 
within the Oral History 
Program of the 
School of Philosophy 
and Literature at the 
University of Buenos 
Aires . 

04
Educate to prevent.
We develop the 
Educational Area in 
different high schools, 
reaching as many 
as 5,000 students 
and training almost 
1,000 teachers from 
different regions of 
the country .

05
Art with 
commitment. 
The play, Un Mismo 
Árbol Verde, opens 
and is shown in 
different cultural 
spaces throughout the 
country . 

TEN YEARS 
IN TEN 
MOMENTS
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06
April 2011.
The Judiciary of the 
Republic of Argentina 
recognizes Turkish 
responsibility in the 
planification and 
execution of the crime 
of genocide against 
the Armenian people 
in a unique verdict at 
the global level . This 
is an achievement 
shared with the entire 
Armenian community 
of Argentina . 

07
The value of 
knowledge.
We participate 
in and organize 
conferences, seminars, 
and workshops in 
university spaces . 
The book, “A 
Shameful Act” (“Un 
Acto Vergonzoso”), 
is translated and 
presented in 
Argentina and 
Uruguay in the 
presence of its Turkish 
author, Taner Akçam .

08
We edit “Education 
in Human Rights. The 
Armenian Genocide”.
We present it at 
organized events at 
more than 20 schools 
in the city of Buenos 
Aires . For more 
than nine years, the 
Educational Area has 
created and shared 
material for schools 
and teachers .  

09
The Documentary 
Center of the 
LHF is born.
Historical documents 
are gathered . 
Research that utilizes 
letters and reports 
from the Vatican is 
published . This work is 
given to Pope Francis 
before the mass given 
in Commemoration of 
the Centenary of the 
Armenian Genocide . 

10
The Foundation 
completes 10 
years of work.
We celebrate together 
with you and look 
forward to growing 
professionally through 
concrete measures, 
searching for Truth, 
Memory, and Justice .

Thank you for 
joining us .
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REFLECTIONS 
ABOUT THE 
ARMENIAN 
GENOCIDE

Alejandro M. Schneider
History Professor- UBA/UNLP
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About fifteen years have passed since Luisa Hair-
abedian came to tell me what would be one of 
the biggest projects of her life: to make a case 

against the Turkish state for the crimes committed in 
the beginning of the twentieth century . I acknowledge 
that, other than having read about genocide in gen-
eral, this was my first encounter with the Armenian 
Genocide .

Her case requested that the Argentine justice sys-
tem collaborate in locating the place where the remains 
of her father’s family, notary Gregorio Hairabedian, lie . 
In reality, the initiative framed the necessity for Turkey 
to recognize the genocide against its ancestors, the Ar-
menian people .

To contextualize this moment, at the end of the 
1990’s in different social environments, a new judicial 
modality was starting to spread . It sought to overcome 
the political obstacles that impeded the judgement of 
crimes that were considered indefensible, like the crime 
of genocide . In this context, the Truth Trials were devel-
oped, born as a reaction against the strategy of “for-
give and forget” of those years . In this way, the truth 
trials offered a new focus: they centered on the need to 
acknowledge the location of the victims through clari-
fication of the facts, along with the need for the judicial 
recognition of what took place .

In this context, Luisa asked me to help put together 
a list of teachers, academics and intellectuals, from Ar-
gentina and abroad, to accompany the trial as Friends 
of the Court (Amigos Curiae) . Afterwards, seeking to 
use my work as teacher and specialist in the methodol-
ogy of oral history as an advantage, she proposed that 
I collaborate with the cause by interviewing survivors 
of the genocide .

Luisa’s proposal had a dual purpose . One the one 
hand, its purpose was to strengthen the judicial docu-
mentation, which was sufficient and evidentiary enough 

in itself, with eyewitness testimonies of the massacre . 
On the other, it was considered valuable that the mem-
ory of the victims of the Turkish state could be rescued 
through written word . 

In this way, so that this second purpose would 
have more importance, I suggested that the Board of 
the School of Philosophy and Literature at the Universi-
ty of Buenos Aires declare this activity of their particu-
lar interest . This proposal was unanimously backed by 
the main governing body of the university . Additional-
ly, a vote was taken on the framework of a Project of 

Investigation about the Armenian Genocide, including 
students, graduates, and professors of history and an-
thropology, and which later came to include sociolo-
gy students from the School of Social Sciences at the 
University of Buenos Aires . In this sense, the project 
merged with the construction of the Oral Archive of the 
school, which provided free access to the entire docu-
ment archive . 

Thereafter, with the help of Luisa, Gregorio, and 
other members of the community, we began to re-
cover, for the society and for the development of the 
cause, the memory of the survivors of the Armenian 
Genocide that came to our country through a pain-
ful exile . The method that was employed was to trace 
stories of life through semi-structured interviews, 
with open-ended questions in which the interviewee 

...THE MEMORY OF 
THE VICTIMS OF THE 
TURKISH STATE COULD 
BE RESCUED THROUGH 
WRITTEN WORD.
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narrated their infancy, what their parents did for a 
living, how many siblings they had, where they lived, 
what their school was like, what their relationship with 
the Turks was like in the times before the massacre, 
what memories they had of themselves, how they sur-
vived, and other questions . 

The Armenian Genocide was a crime against hu-
manity. Our idea was to share the voice of the people, 
the memory narrated and conveyed by the eyewitness 
testimonies of the massacre. They explained their ex-
periences in Armenian, Turkish, French, and Spanish, 
reflecting in their own way the paths that they had trav-
elled during their lives . 

The investigation group at the school was not lim-
ited to conducting interviews; they also participated in 
different academic meetings while, at the same time, 
giving presentations and writing essays . Additionally, 
with time, it was a part of the original nucleus of con-
stituents of the Foundation . Our efforts were  guided 

both by the lawsuit to demonstrate Turkey’s guilt as well 
as by the necessity of confirming that history is a use-
ful tool in combating injustices of the past . It is not only 
a historiographic stance; it is also a political obligation . 
Our interest was in preserving the memory as part of 
the identity of a community .

As Alessandro Portelli observed, “memory is not 
a passive depository of facts, but an active creation of 

meaning.” Those that were interviewed put forth ef-
fort in giving meaning to the past through sharing and 
reflecting upon these memories . Both the testimo-
nies about the genocide, as well as us, give the past a 
meaning linked to the necessity of justice for the crimes 
committed by the Turkish state against the Armenian 
people . This is an important step for the beginning of 
the reparations .   

THE ARMENIAN GENOCIDE WAS A CRIME 
AGAINST HUMANITY. OUR IDEA WAS TO 
SHARE THE VOICE OF THE PEOPLE, THE 
MEMORY NARRATED AND CONVEYED BY THE 
EYEWITNESS TESTIMONIES OF THE MASSACRE.
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THERE WILL 
BE JUSTICE

The Luisa Hairabedian Foundation is a nonprofit organization that 
promotes the effective exercise of human rights, the fight against impunity, 

and the prevention of genocide and crimes against humanity through 
judicial action and educational, cultural, and academic programs. 



 | 37LUISA HAIRABEDIAN
FUNDATION

The works of different high schools that participate in the Educational Program of the FLH .
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In July of 2011, Dr . Taner Akçam visited our foundation . 
The motive of his visit was the release of the Spani-
sh edition of A Shameful Act . The Armenian Genoci-

de and the Question of Turkish Responsibility (“Un Acto 
Vergonzoso: El genocidio Armenio y la cuestión de la 
responsabilidad turca” . Published by Colihue) .

What started as a presentation turned into a true 
journey . In less than one week, Professor Açkam visited 
the cities of Buenos Aires, Cordoba, and Montevideo . 

The impact of his visit left no room for indifference . This 
event was possible thanks to the trusting relationship 
that was built over many years between the Zoryan Ins-
titute (Toronto) and the LHF . The Armenian Community 
of Cordoba and the Armenian Cultural Association of 
Uruguay also collaborated in the event . 

Both the visit and the new edition of the book 
generated an important debate within the Armenian 
communities of Argentina and Uruguay, because over 
many generations, the topic of genocide was addres-
sed exclusively within the community . The arrival of an 
intellectual, born in Turkey, an expert on the Armenian 
Genocide, brought and challenged these Armenians to 
listen and even learn from Dr . Açkam’s work .

These types of initiatives should be repeated with 
all those that, committed to the unrestricted fight for 
human rights, carry out investigations with the capa-
city to awaken a reparative understanding, full of truth 
and looking towards a sincere, profound, and complete 
appreciation of the Armenian Genocide and other cri-
mes against humanity . This type of understanding, to a 
large extent, liberates pains of the past and preconcep-
tions and injustices of the present . 

WHEN A TURK 
TALKS ABOUT 
THE GENOCIDE
Editorial team at the LHF
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IN SEARCH OF 
THE TRUTH
Dr. Carlos Andrada 
Lawyer in the Trial for the Right to the Truth

While I do not have a reliable record of when 
Gregorio Hairabedian and I began the dis-
cussions about how to confront the process 

to begin the trial, I would guess that it was around the 
end of the 90’s . They were difficult times, but not worse 
than now . Nevertheless, the absorbent daily reality did 
not prevent us from talking for hours about the matter 
at hand, and we learned to circumvent and endure some 
warning looks from the type of people that watch mo-
vies about fighting dinosaurs .

Sometimes, I felt I was immersed in a fight, which, 
as a dear friend used to say, created “a useless suffe-
ring .” With this dilemma in tow, I should confess that I 
did not entertain any hope with respect to the success 
of the probable future initiative; only Gregorio’s unwa-
vering conviction could make me share the belief about 
the viability of this project . 

Let us remember that, in the context of the validity 
of the laws of Due Obedience and Full Stop, the Truth 
Trials were a wakeup call that created a space for solid 
action . 

In this instance, the principal difficulties to tac-
kle were: 1) the deep-rooted validity of the territo-
rial principle, which confronted our aspiration of 
the so-called universal jurisdiction in respect to the 

judgement of crimes against humanity, 2) the circum-
stance in which the action does not carry punitive 
claim, and 3) how the search for the truth is adapted 
in regards to the claimant and his family so that at the 
same time it could be a cause that would speak for 
the Armenian people .

During the trial carried out by Gregorio Hairabe-
dian with his personal, physical, and economic effort, 
as well as the selfless contributions of others, they ob-
tained an immense amount of evidence in different 
archives, such as in those of the United States of Ame-
rica, the Republic of Armenia, the Federal Republic of 
Germany, Great Britain, the Vatican, Belgium, France, 
and others. 

More than ten years after the beginning of the law-
suit, the National Criminal and Correctional Court no . 5, 
within the “Truth Trials of the Armenian Genocide” dri-
ven by Gregorio Harabedian and with the subsequent 
backing of all of the organizations in the Armenian com-
munity, sentenced, on April 1st, 2011, that the Turkish 
state had committed the crime of genocide to the detri-
ment of the Armenian people .

There are two elements that constitute without a 
doubt the most poignant chapters of the trial: the sur-
vival of the Armenian people, which shows the strength 
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of the communities that serve as messengers and that 
fight with such dedication for their recognition and jus-
tice; and the testimonies of the survivors of the genoci-
de and of their descendents, whose lessons invariably 
produced strong reactions through the abhorrent facts 
and the accounts that they provided . 

Finally, my touching memory of Luisa . I was hono-
red by our involuntarily short friendship, as well as by 
the verification of the wisdom of nature that grew like 
a legacy in her son Federico, who knew how to honor 

her original concern and commitment to the cause . My 
thanks to each and every one of the members of the 
Armenian community, with whom I had the opportunity 
to meet and to hear their concerns and strong feelings 
of solidarity towards our work, and particularly to Coco 
Hairabedian, for having allowed me to enjoy our long 
friendship, admire his endeavor, and be part of this no-
ble accomplishment . 

DURING THE TRIAL 
CARRIED OUT BY 
GREGORIO HAIRABEDIAN 
WITH HIS PERSONAL, 
PHYSICAL, AND 
ECONOMIC EFFORT, AS 
WELL AS THE SELFLESS 
CONTRIBUTIONS 
OF OTHERS, THEY 
OBTAINED AN IMMENSE 
AMOUNT OF EVIDENCE 
IN DIFFERENT 
ARCHIVES.... 
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FROM THE LEGAL 
EVIDENCE TO 
THE HISTORICAL 
ARCHIVE
Lucas Chiodini
Professor at the Arzruní School
LHF Collaborator

“The past is, by definition, a datum which 
nothing in the future will change. But 
the knowledge of the past is something 
progressive which is constantly transforming 
and perfecting itself”

—Marc Bloch, The Historian’s Craft

Last year marked a century after the beginning of 
the Armenian Genocide . It happened, still, without 
the acknowledgement of its perpetrators . In addi-

tion to the indefeasible search for justice, we still have a 
lot to learn and understand . 

In 2015, the archive of the LHF was created . The 
Truth Trial, which Gregorio and Luisa initiated, solicited 
different countries to make available documents rela-
ted to the genocide . Many of these, belonging to Great 
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Britain, Germany, the United States, and the Vatican, 

were used as evidence in the historical ruling of 2011 . 

I had the opportunity to participate in this project 

with Alexis Papazian, Lucila Tossounian, and Anoush 

Baghdassarian . To us, like others who listened to the 

stories of our grandparents, read histories, and partici-

pated in community organizations, it appeared that the-

re was nothing more to know about the genocide . Even 

more, a story repeated so many times could have made 

us naturalize the pain . Fortunately, this was not so . Ana 

María Careaga, survivor of the “Club Atlético”, said, “We 

never lose the capacity to horrify ourselves in light of 

horror .” It should be this that makes us human: to see in 

an “other”, far away in time, place, or culture, something 

similar to ourselves . 

To be in contact with those documents- evidence 

in legal terms, sources in terms of history- is not easy . 

The reconstruction of the memories relates to our dis-

ciplines . To the young descendants of Armenians, pro-

fessionals in law or social sciences, will we have another 

motivation apart from understanding our past or advo-

cating for justice? The past is materialized in those pa-

pers that are waiting to be read and analyzed, and have 

an irresistible attraction . They seemed to have the key 

to understanding and to the long-awaited justice . Aca-

demic analysis gives way to the fetishism of the archive . 

But make no mistake, the documents are only 

going to provide the answers to the questions that we 

ask . Historian Marc Bloch said that the past can not be 

changed, but our understanding can . The documentary 

center has been born . It will be the responsibility of the 

researchers to ask the questions that can construct tru-

th and justice .
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WHY AM I 
PART OF THE 
FOUNDATION?
Alexis Papazian
Professor in Anthropology
In Charge of the Academic Area of the LHF

Why be a part of the Foundation? This ques-
tion, bound for reflection, is valid for all those 
who participate in collective and open spa-

ces . It is a question that never stops being answered . 
Yet, year after year, the same question receives diffe-
rent responses . 

When I began this journey, I was accompanied 
by members of the Oral History Program (OHP) in the 
School of Philosophy and Literature at the University 
of Buenos Aires . My goal was to understand some of 
the Armenian history and, through this understanding, 
discover my family history, which was unknown to me . 
The OHP and the LHF turned into a productive space to 
fill the empty holes in my own past . In each interview 
and each look, I saw the reflections of the grandparents 
that I never got to know . At some point, the Armenian 
in me emerged, late, but mature . 

There were silences, absences . Thus, each time I as-
ked myself, “Why am I a part of the LHF?”, the answer is 
simple: because I learn, I understand, I contribute, and I 
observe the connection between saying and doing . 
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My responsibility, my commitment, and my affec-
tion for the LHF was growing . Discussions, workshops, 
articles, conferences, and seminars were added to the 
volunteer work . I had already received my history de-
gree and I had begun my postgraduate degree at UBA . 
The LHF had a young, professional team, led by the 
“youngest” of all: Gregorio “Coco” Hairabedian, who fi-
lled us with energy and mobilized us constantly under 
the eternal dialect of life . 

In any event, the group settled with anthropolo-
gists, lawyers, sociologists, historians, and education 
professionals . There were years of innovative proposals, 

creating shows, doing interviews, continuing with the 
lawsuit, forming the Educational Program, and assem-
bling a team of friends .

So, why am I a member of the Foundation? Becau-
se of what has been done and for what there is left to 
do . Because it is a space of healthy debate . Because 
there are projects and there is projection . Because we 
do not all think alike, and, even so, we maintain a clear 
foundational unity: mutual trust and the unconditional 
commitment to the fulfillment of human rights and the 
special rights of minorities .
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THE
EXPERIENCE 
OF AN INTERN
Anoush Baghdassarian
Intern at the LHF
Claremont Mc Kenna College, USA

Between August and December 2015 I had the un-
forgettable experience of working for the Foun-
dation, a space that has achieved and continues 

to achieve great things . 
The LHF is a place that works with topics related to 

human rights . It focuses on many different issues, from 
the last civic-military dictatorship and the history of the 
indigenous community in Argentina to the Armenian 
Genocide, promotes comparative studies, and aims to 
spread this knowledge at various levels .

Personally, I was deeply moved by what the Foun-
dation accomplished in 2011, when the Armenian Geno-
cide was legally recognized for the first time through a 
trial that used the experience of human rights organiza-
tions and was based on the Right to the Truth . 

Part of my internship was related to working with 
the Documentary Center of the Luisa Hairabedian Foun-
dation . This work was unique and very important to me, 
given that it exceeds the Foundation and is part of a le-
gacy for all that want to know the fate of their relatives 
or that want to investigate these unpunished crimes .

In my five months with the Foundation, I had the 
privilege to work with those documents and to help as-
semble this archive . Not only did I learn a lot from those 
documents, but also from the discussions and perspec-
tives that we exchanged at the Foundation, and from 
the very intelligent and friendly people there . I also had 
the opportunity to attend events like those at the Na-
tional School of Buenos Aires, a hearing for the trials 
against the perpetrators of the civic-military dictator-
ship in Argentina, and the play Un Mismo Árbol Verde, 
the dramatic and emotional work that condemns the 
Armenian Genocide and the dictatorship in Argentina .

I am very thankful to the LHF for these four months 
I was studying in Buenos Aires . I will carry this experien-
ce and the knowledge that I gained from the Founda-
tion wherever I go, hoping that my effort will reflect the 
Foundation’s work . 

Thank you,
Anoush

New York- February 2016 .
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Educational Program of the FLH, 2013 Exhibit . Rostros Migrantes Project .
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BREAKING 
WALLS, 
BUILDING 
BRIDGES, 
OPENING 
ROADS
Heitor Loureiro
Historiador, Universidad Estadual Paulista

In April 2010, Sao Paulo State University organized an 
international seminar in cooperation with the Zoryan 
Institute to commemorate 95 years since the Arme-

nian Genocide . This was, until now, the most important 
event about the Armenian Genocide that has happened 
in Brazil . 

 I had recently graduated and received my diploma in 
history when the event took place . I was invited to parti-
cipate in the Genocide and Human Rights University Pro-
gram (GHRUP), which is held in Toronto every year and 

is sponsored by the Zoryan Institute and the University 
of Toronto . By the middle of 2011, the trip had already 
been planned and, a week before heading to Canada, I 
had the chance to go to Buenos Aires for the 9th Biennial 
Conference of the International Association of Genocide 
Scholars (IAGS) . The event hosted some of the most re-
nowned researchers in the field, and many ex-students 
of the GHRUP were members of panels and participa-
ted in many discussions concerning human rights and 
the prevention of genocide . The quality of projects and 
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proposals by professors and students of the GHRUP fi-
lled me with hope about the weeks to come . 

With the support of the Luisa Hairabedian Founda-
tion (LHF), I was the first Brazilian to participate from 
the GHRUP (in the next years, three more colleagues 
would take the same trip) . The experience of those two 
weeks in the Canadian summer of 2011 was of great im-
portance in my human and academic education . The 
exchange of knowledge with students from a dozen di-
fferent countries broadened my vision of the world and 
created bonds of friendship and partnership with peo-
ple that I would meet in different moments during my 
life in conferences, meetings, seminars, people always 
committed to the fight for truth, justice, and memory . 

Since my return from the course offered by the 
Zoryan Institute, I have maintained close ties with the 

LHF . I have certainty and confidence in the work that 
the members of the LHF do for the promotion of human 
rights, part of a growing movement in Latin America, 
after three decades of the return to democracy and af-
ter the long, somber years of dictatorial regimes . 

The LHF, whose mission and ideas are consistent 
with those of the Zoryan, has shown, in its 10 years of 
existence, work that seeks to expand horizons, work 
that breaks the chains of the past, work that opens new 
doors, and work that builds bridges that connect peo-
ple in the same fight for the same causes . 

The LHF seeks to show that the Armenian Genoci-
de is a problem for all of humanity, and  seeks to be part 
of a Latin America that can be a diverse and pluralistic 
example of commitment to the fight against violence 
and genocides . 
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The Schools and the Fundation

SCHOOLS 
SPEAK OUT
The Marie Manoogian Institute would like not only to 
congratulate, but also to thank the Luisa Hairabedian 
Foundation for the work that they do with our young 
students through the Educational Program . They help 
us create in our students a more democratic, par-
ticipatory, and integrated consciousness regarding 
human rights, with the purpose of creating citizens 
committed not only to the Armenian community, but 
to all of humanity .

Thank you and live long!!!!!! 

Professor Lilián Krapridian.
Dean of the Marie Manoogian Institute

The Paideia School has been collaborating with the 
Luisa Hairabedian Foundation since practically the 
beginning . There was an immediate connection and 
understanding in terms of ideas, projects, and peda-
gogical perspectives . Because of this, we have been 
a part of different projects throughout the years in 
which our students have produced the illustrated no-
vels, “Desalineados”, “Portraits of Migrants”, “Posters 
of Memory”, “Images of the right to the truth”, and 
many more . All of these activities and creations made 
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for rich interactions with other spaces and institutions, 
building an understanding within each . 

For this, and for continuing to imagine a world with 
greater tolerance, respect for human rights, equality, 
and justice, we offer our congratulations for 10 years of 
such valuable and fruitful work .

Jacobo Setton. 
Dean of the Paideia School

Ten years have passed since we met with Gregorio Hai-
rabedian and he asked us to participate in the educatio-
nal project of the Foundation of which he is the chair . 
Since the beginning, the idea of offering our students a 
curricular space organized around content committed 
to social reality was appealing . 

The Directive Commission, charged with resol-
ving the educational guidelines of the Arzruni Arme-
nian School, enabled and encouraged the creation of 
“Human Rights and Genocide” material . The subject 
had and has several aims . On one hand, to deeply 
analyze the genocides of the twentieth century with 
a universal and comparative perspective within the 
framework of the fight for justice and memory, as in 
the historical case of the Armenian Genocide . On the 
other hand, it aims to create in the students a civic 
conscience that places human rights above any other 
particular interest . 

Everyone who works with teenagers and youths 
in education knows that educating does not end with 
the transmission of  facts and is not restricted to the 
acquisition of a knowledge . For education to exist, the-
re must be provocation, affectation, connection, and, 
fundamentally, transformation . In this case, it was pro-
fessor Greta Kalaidjian who, throughout the years, has 
passed on the interest for the inquiry and search for 
explanations, both in one’s own social reality and in 
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other societies . With an ethic-political approach, Ka-
laidjian designed a program directed to inspire a civic 
conscience within our students through lessons, the 
analysis of historical sources, visits from specialists, 
artistic creations, and field trips . 

It is time to make an assessment, to reflect, on the 
achievements and challenges about what has been 
done and what there is left to do . What I am sure of, 
after sharing a journey together, is that both the peo-
ple at the Foundation and we at our institution concei-
ve the school system as a space of privileged “cultural 
provocation” that has the purpose and responsibili-
ty of progressing in new social practices, introducing 
our students to educational experiences that mobili-
ze, compel, and invoke their awareness and transform 
them . What better place than a school to learn to live 
among others and with others? Where other than a 
school do we learn that to be connected with others 
means that our actions are not entirely separable, but 
united, and can decide to carry out a common project? 
Where other than a school can one learn to be part 
of a community capable of weaving together both the 
same and also the different?

This is our ethical imperative: to put into pedago-
gical action the construction of more humane men and 
women, similar, but unique .

Professor Silvia Ohanian.
Dean of Arzruní Armenian School

After all of these years working with the LHF, we can 
confirm that each educational project was a driving 
force . From the first months of working to the final 
product that allowed our students to research, re-
flect, and express tough topics like the genocides of 
the twentieth and twenty-first centuries through diffe-
rent graphic and artistic approaches, always from the 

perspective of the study of the “Armenian Genocide” 
as a trigger to be able to understand the most abho-
rrent crimes against humanity . 

Since we at the Instituto Educativo San Grego-
rio El Iluminador began participating in this educatio-
nal experience, we have been convinced that with clear 
objectives we can contribute to the construction of a 
collective memory, always giving rise to a diversity of 
opinions and allowing the participants of these educa-
tional projects to express different beliefs in various ar-
tistic ways . 

School is the environment to form citizens who are 
conscious of their rights and obligations in society, and, 
based on this vision we hope to be able to share many 
more fruitful  years with the LHF . 

Professor Margarita Lucía Djeredjian
Dean of the Educational Institute of 

San Gregorio the Illuminator
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EDUCATIONAL 
PROGRAM

 

2006 2008
20092007

“Students take action!”:
The booklet “Students 
take- Action -Space of 
ideas for Peace” created 
by students from all the 
participating schools was 
edited and presented.

“Life, Horror, and 
Memory”:
Three murals that recreate 
the process of the 
Armenian Genocide in 
three different moments; 
its origins, the deportations 
and killings, and the 
expansion of the diaspora, 
were put together.

“A look at Human Rights 
from Middle School”:
A billboard campaign on 
Human Rights was created 
and then displayed in the 
Borges Cultural Center 
(C.A.B.A)

“Karughí.
(Crossroads):
This project sought to 
generate a space for 
debate and critical thinking. 
A documentary that 
compared the Armenian 
and Argentine experiences 
was made by students of 
the Azruní School. 



 | 57FUNDACIÓN
LUISA HAIRABEDIAN

 

2010 2013
2014

20152011

“Stories to be seen”:
The students made 
a storyboard on the 
discrimination suffered by 
children and adolescents  
because of their ethnicity 
or nationality, their 
gender or disability. It was 
presented in the Borges 
Cultural Center with the 
support of the INADI.
 

“Shades for Change”:
A calendar based on 
different artworks, themes 
and historic events, in 
commemoration of grave 
violations of Human 
Rights, was produced and 
then shown in the Borges 
Cultural Center.

“Migrating Faces”: 
It is the eighth project put 
forward by the foundation, 
with over 200 artworks 
created by students. In 
each work (a face) one can 
“read” stories of alienation, 
exile and migration from 
the perspective of Human 
Rights.

“Desalineados” (project 
in process):
The creation of a digital and 
interactive timeline which 
will tackle 5 dimensional 
themes related to Human 
Rights, their history 
,and their present, was 
proposed.
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“MAY IT RING AND 
MAY IT ECHO”
THE DISTINCTION OF THE LHF
 Professor Greta Kalaidjian
Executive Director
Luisa Hairabedian Foundation

In 2014, the first “Margarita Margosian Distinction for 
the Commitment to Memory, Truth, and Justice” was 
given to Pedro Mouratian, auditor of the INADI, and to 

Claudia Piñeiro, writer and playwright . 
Before this, we debated on what name this recogni-

tion, inspired by the symbols that are part of our daily fi-
ght, should be given . Without a doubt,  the figure of Coco 
Hairabedian was always present, drawing, rightly so, looks 
of admiration… but if we turn our gaze slightly, we see a 
continuous, firm, tender, and sweet presence: Margari-
ta, his wife, who, along with her partner and their family, 
created the Luisa Hairabedian Foundation ten years ago . 

So, we agreed with the fact that Margarita Mar-
gosian always honored us with her presence . We also 
agreed that the LHF should commemorate the “foun-
ding mother” and that the distinction should carry her 
name to pay her homage, as she had passed just a few 
months earlier . 

Woman, Argentine/Armenian, mother, partner, 
both charitable and a fighter; she and her actions em-
bodied our values as a foundation . 

The creation of the first award was lead by her dau-
ghter, Beatriz Hairabedian . She contacted the renowned 
goldsmith Juan Carlos Pallarlos, who designed a flower, 
allusive to her name, to honor our dear Margarita . 

Today, two years later, we meet, giving for the 
second time the “Margarita Margosian Distinction for 
the Commitment to Memory, Truth, and Justice” to a 
man and a woman that inspire and motivate our dai-
ly work .

This year we granted the award to the actress 
Marta Bianchi, body and soul of the play Un Mismo Ár-
bol Verde, a woman profoundly committed to art and 
human rights in our country . The award was also given 
to Dr . León Carlos Arslanian, member of the court that 
judged the military junta in 1985, a man of profound 
democratic convictions and actions . They are the gui-
des that orient us in the search for a more just and in-
clusive society . 

In this instance, the idea and realization of the ar-
tistic piece that represents the “Margarita Margosian 
Distinction” is a creation by Juan Vellavsky; architect, 
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sculptor, and goldsmith, who chose a molten bronze 
bell, as he explained, “to make it echo as a symbol of 
what we want to resonate throughout our lives”.

The bell symbolizes the visible and constant sound 
in the life of our institution . We make our bells ring 
and echo and we listen to the bells of those that came 

before us . We value the bell that rings and marks our 
path; let us enjoy the flower that blooms without expec-
ting anything in return . 

Ten years of experience, of work, and a road trave-
lled that still has much more to go . 

I hope that it rings and echoes! 
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THE 
BEGINNING OF 
A NEW ERA
Federico Gaitan Hairabedian
President of the LHF

A new beginning is, in our opinion, a good way to 
illustrate the place we are in now . It is to value 
what has been accomplished, taking into account 

the passion, dedication, strength, love, and energy that 
we have put into these 10 years of the Foundation .

A new beginning is to set out new goals and new 
challenges, always for the unconditional defense of hu-
man rights, with Truth, Memory, and Justice as the pil-
lars of our daily work . 

If we look back, the present is only possible thanks 
to the collective effort, to the continuous, creative, and 
quality work of the programs of our foundation, many 
of which grew  with the Foundation . In the beginning, 
this project was undertaken by my family . Fortunately, 
over the years it began to incorporate volunteers, high 
school and university students, activists, teachers and 
researchers, both Argentine and foreign . Many are part-
ners that continue on the path set by the Luisa Hairabe-
dian Foundation . 

Since the passing of my mother, Luisa Hairabedi-
an, the Foundation was a space to continue her legacy 
of the defense and promotion of human rights . It was 

also a space where I developed a level of professional-
ism and humanism, and where I met other kindred spir-
its who are my daily companions .

It is in this place where we can feel joyful and pro-
tected under the words and the strength of two people 
who have known how to be examples a majority of their 
lives . I am referring to my grandparents, Gregorio Hair-
abedian and Margarita Margosian, Luisa’s parents and 
our founders . We have solid roots and life examples to 
pay homage to with historical responsibility . Hence, our 
desire to keep on growing . 

The Foundation is also Memory, Truth, and Justice; 
a trio of words (very Argentinian) that have been our 
beacon in the fight for the legal recognition of the Ar-
menian Genocide and for the validity of human rights . 
We come to these ten years with the satisfaction of a 
completed task, one that Luisa left unfinished with her 
sudden death: establishing the truth of the Armenian 
Genocide through the documentary evidence and tes-
timonies of survivors in an Argentine court of justice . 
A court that acted with justice, independence, and 
impartiality .
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We were able to successfully build an institution 
for the defense and promotion of humanistic values 
with a long term projection on our solid pillars . Our 
mission is based on educational training and awareness 
of the youth of Armenian and non-Armenian origin in 
the fight for the validity of human rights and in the fight 
against impunity . 

We transformed a past of death, oblivion, and im-
punity into a future of Truth, Memory, and Justice . This 
became a reality through four fundamental concepts . 
Education, with the “Educational Program of Human 
Rights and Genocides,” which was implemented in high 

schools around the country, educating hundreds of stu-
dents and training teachers about the importance of 
addressing the current problems of violence, inequali-
ty, and discrimination from a human rights perspective . 
Art and Culture by spreading our history as Argentine 
descendents of survivors of the Armenian Genocide 
through the production and exhibition throughout the 
country of the play Un Mismo Árbol Verde and the dif-
ferent exhibitions like “About Lives: Images and Words 
from the Armenian Genocide,” displayed with docu-
ments that were presented as evidence in the Truth 
Trial . Academic Investigation and University Training 
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through publishing books, participating and organiz-
ing discussions, conferences, seminars and awarding 
scholarships to youths to receive training in the “Geno-
cide and Human Rights Program” of the Zoryan Insti-
tute at the University of Toronto . And, lastly, through 
judicial actions, like the Trial for the Truth about the 
Armenian Genocide and the training of a team of law-
yers to study possible courses of action and claim rep-
arations for the Armenian Genocide . 

The Foundation was created as a family environ-
ment, which has been a great advantage because we 
think of it as a horizontal, open, warm, and pleasant 
space . This way of working allows us to create teams 
with serious and dedicated professionals for each pro-
gram while maintaining this family spirit every step of 
the way . 

I conclude in the same way as I began, because 
we face a new beginning, but maintain the same ide-
als that our founders have passed on to us . We begin 
a new era, in search of greater professionalism and a 
commitment to achieve a greater impact in the de-
fense of human rights, keeping alive the memory of 
our ancestors . 

These ten years have allowed us to grow, strength-
en ourselves, and come to light thanks to the selfless 
economic and moral support of my family and so many 
others, like you, that have always been there . 

The next years will be times for growth, fight, and 
development that will only be possible through your 
support and collaboration . We invite you to conquer 
the future . 

Thank you very much .



64 | FUNDACIÓN
LUISA HAIRABEDIAN

THE FLH IN 
ACTIONS:
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Members of the FLH with their families . In the center, sitting, Coco Hairabedian, founding president and our referent . December 2015 .
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ALSO 
COLLABORATED 
WITH THE FLH:



Centro Armenio
I N S T I T U C I Ó N  A D M I N I S T R AT I VA 

D E  L A  I G L E S I A  A R M E N I A



Fundación Seranouch
y Boghos Arzoumanian



Escribanía Gaitan
CARLOS VÍCTOR GAITAN

Av. Roque Sáenz Peña 570 - 2° Piso, Ciudad Autónoma de Buenos Aires, Argentina, 
Tel 0054 434343599/ 4331576/ 43425202 

escribania@escribaniagaitan.com



Asociacion  Residentes Armenios
en Mar del Plata 

11 de Septiembre 3680 - (0223) 473-9438
armenia.mdp@gmail.com



Berdjuhi Emirian



Manuel Arslanian y Familia



Jorge y María Rosa Kalaidjian



Juan y Cristina Miridjian



Moroian Hermanos



 Estudio Gaitan Hairabedian
A B O G A D O S

Av. Roque Sáenz Peña 570 2° Piso, Ciudad Autonoma de Buenos Aires, Argentina
TEL: 0054 434343599/ 4331576/ 43425202 

consultas@estudiogaitan.com



Marta Emirian y Familia



Liliana Margosian y Familia
Adhieren a la conmemoración del décimo aniversario

de la Fundación Luisa Hairabedian



Familia Davidjan

Apoye al Fondo Armenia

Carlos Seferian y Familia





La Unión Cultural Armenia
saluda a la fundacion Luisa Hairabedian

En nombre de todas las víctimas 
del Genocidio Armenio



Roberto Toufenedjian y Familia

Carlos Semerdjian y Familia

Carlos Margosian y Familia



Familia Chabenderian

Adhesión Anónima

Daniel Vaneskehian y Familia

Colegio Armenio Arzruni

Sergio y Susana Nahabetian

Rosa Boyallian de Karaguezian



Milva y Daniel Rizian

En Memoria de los 
Mártires y Santos.

Paula Bakarian Apkarian

Gilda y Jorge Margossian

Neopol Industrias Plásticas S.R.L.

Luis, Juan y Benjamin

Familia de Misag y 
Alicia Karamanian
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